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the question of our way of life and our government (how will we live?).

These three areas of life are intertwined and inter-linked. Before all else
comes the question of survival, but even that is bound up with other matters.
Economic efficiency improves our military and political capacity. A normal
democratic government that is responsive to the public will ensure military
capability and administrative skill in times of crisis, a responsible
government is committed therefore to cope with Israel's main problems, and
first and foremost, to the problem of our survival and our security. A
partial solution will not suffice in these difficult days.

If we acquire a responsible, wise, pragmatic government, we will emerge
strengthened from the present crisis. There are certain encouraging signs
that can be seen already. All] honour due to Israeli society that it did
not skim over the grave failures of the old leadership, and that even during
the war it deepened its democratic consciousness. The protest movements
expressed a legitimate process, and represented a large public painfully
aware of what was happening to the land and the people.

Had the protest movement not risen then there would have been reason to
worry about the healthy ability of the society to recover. But the protest
movement alone is not enough. What is needed is a new type of government
responsive to Israel's problems, different from the problems of the Labour
Party. If such a government arises, moderate, reasonable and practical,
then we can surely overcome.

(Hebrew article by Amon Rubinstein, published in the Hebrew press)


