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at a later stage if necessary. It tallies with the ambiguous Soviet attitude on

the Palestinian question- they appear to oppose the establishment of a Palestinian

State but at the same time cultivate the leaders of the PLO and adopt some of

their formulae. This has been well described as a built-in destructive mechanism.

in any structure of peace-making.

Meanwhile, the American position in the Middle East has been greatly strengthened.

In 1967, when the U.S. did not intervene in the war, the Arab States broke off

diplomatic relations. In 1973, when American intervention was decisive, Egypt

decided to resume relations. The U.S. is now reaping the benefits of a firm

policy in terms of prestige and influence. The Soviet Union is for the time being

in a state of disarray. Europe has eamed the mistrust of Israel, the patronage

of the Arabs and the respect of neither. Only the U.S. has, and is seen to have,

both power and responsibility. In this there lies a hope for peace.

Extracted from Middle Eaet Background "The Present Stage of the Arab-Ierael

Conflict" by Prof. B. Lewis in the series "Middle East Background" publiehed

by the Minietry for Foreign Affairs.

 
 


